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VISION STATEMENT  

Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 

all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

Last week I attended a seminar for Principals of Catholic 
schools in the Auckland Dioceses.  The seminar was    
arranged to inform Principals about the Royal            
Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care, and to provide 
us with advice and support should we need to provide 
information to the Commission, or need to respond to  
victims of abuse.  The Royal Commission of Inquiry into 
Abuse in Care is looking into what happened to children, 
young people, and vulnerable adults in state or faith 
based institutional care between 1950 and 1999.  In the 
context of this inquiry, abuse could have arisen from a 
physical, sexual, emotional or psychological event, or via 
neglect.  

A person is considered to be “in care” when they are 
away from their whānau or family.  Therefore, any time 
spent at school, or engaged in school related activities, 
would be considered to be time when a person was “in 
care”.   

The Royal Commission is tasked with providing advice to 
the Government on how it may better care for children, 
young people, and vulnerable adults.  It will also provide, 
upon request, support for the victims of abuse.  Victims 
can provide information via private or public sessions and 
will be provided with a transcript of their testimony.  

Currently the NZ Catholic Bishops and religious orders 
are still discerning whether they will allow people who 
have previously signed confidentiality agreements to give 
evidence to the Inquiry.  I certainly hope that they agree to 
give that discretion to victims, but it is not something that 
can be decided without reference to other authorities.  
However, at least one main stream Church (Seventh-Day 
Adventist) has waived the confidentiality requirements for 
their victims.  

In recent years we have given much thought and effort to 
making our story as a College something that can be 
readily owned by students, staff and parents.  To this end, 
we have given our story a stronger connection into    
Northland and a whakapapa to the arrival of Bishop 
Pompallier and the Catholic Church in New Zealand.  We 
can also proudly claim to be the top academic College in 
Northland and in possession of a culture that is highly  
respected. 

Much of our story and our very existence arose from the 
legacy left to us by those who were involved in our      
College from its earliest years. There is much for which 
we should be very grateful.  But claiming our history also 
means that we need to own the bad as well as the good.  
Abuse has certainly occurred within the history of our  
College.  In my early days as Principal at Pompallier, I 
met a parent who had been sexually abused at our      
College.  I have also chatted with a man who works in 
Whangarei, who claims to hold the record for the most 
canes in one day at Pompallier.  Twenty four strokes of 

the cane, arising from a variety of misdeeds that included: 
running in the corridor, chewing gum and not having his 
homework completed.  

No doubt there are many more stories yet to be told within 
our history, and in many other schools. This inquiry     
provides an opportunity for victims to tell their story, so 
that we can better protect the young people in our care 
today from being another abuse victim, and to provide an            
opportunity to apologise to those who were abused while 
they were in the care of our College.  

I understand that these are historical events and the    
systems and people that inflicted the abuse were few in 
number and may now be deceased. But the scars from 
abuse linger much longer than the duration of an         
historical event, and as a College we need to 
acknowledge the victims stories and apologise to them.   

You can find out more about the inquiry here:             
Royal Commission Inquiry.  

If you have a story that you want to share, I encourage 
you to contact the Royal Commission of Inquiry into 
Abuse in Care. 

You can call them free at 0800 222 727 weekdays 
10.00am - 4.00pm, or send an email to:                       
contact@abuseincare.org.nz. 

Richard Stanton 
PRINCIPAL 

 

SUMMERTIME TWILIGHT MASSES 

One of the interesting ideas that came out of the recent 
joint survey about attending Mass on the weekend, was 
trying a new time to celebrate Eucharist together. 

A group from the two Parish schools and wider 
community have decided to trial Summertime Masses. 

The first of these will be on Labour Weekend Monday,  
at 5.00pm at SFX Church. 

Come along and get summer off to a great start with 
Mass, followed by a sausage sizzle and games in the 
SFX school grounds.  Bring your family, bring your 
friends, bring a picnic, bring your scooter, bring your 
basketball! 

Other Summertime twilight Masses will be held on 
Sundays at 5.00pm in November, February and March. 

If you would like to be involved in helping organise these 
Masses, or help out with the liturgy itself, please contact 
Mrs J, Mrs Wilson or Mrs Webber at St Francis Xavier 
Catholic School, phone 437 1039. 

https://www.abuseincare.org.nz/public-hearings/current-investigations/
mailto:contact@abuseincare.org.nz
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OCTOBER 

Sat 12 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm  

Mon 14 First Day of Term 4 School starts 8.45am  

Tue 15 Year 11 Dance Evening College Hall 6.00pm 

Fri 18 Sport & Group Photos College Hall 9.00am - 12.00pm 

Fri 18 Cultural Evening (Kotahitanga Ropu) TBC 5.00pm - 8.00pm 

Tue 22 AUT Course Planning visit  9.20am - 10.15am 

Wed 23 Year 11 Market Day College 10.55am 

Wed 23 Year 7 & 8 Athletics (p/p Fri 25) College Field  

Thu 24 ASB Sports’ Awards ASB Stadium  

Thu 24 Year 8 HPV Vaccination # 2 College Library  

Thu 24 Touch of Class Evening TBC TBC 

Fri 25 NCEA Exams Assembly (Year 11-13) College Hall 12.25pm - 1.20pm 

Tue 29 Leavers’ Mass SFX Church 1.00pm 

Wed 30 Senior Prize Giving College Hall 7.00pm 

NOVEMBER  

Fri 1 Year 13 Leavers’ Dinner ASB Stadium 6.00pm - 9.00pm 

Fri 1 - Wed 6 Junior Exams   

Fri 8 - Tue 3 Dec NCEA EXAMS   

Sat 9 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Mon 11 - Fri 15 e-asTTle Assessment Week   

Tue 26 2020 Year 7’s Orientation Day   

DECEMBER  

Thu 5 Junior Prize Giving College Hall 10.00am 

Thu 5 Last Day of Term 4 School finishes 12.00pm (approx.)  

PTFA GARAGE SALE & CAR WASH 

We had a beautiful warm, sunny day last Saturday, when our PTFA held their Garage Sale & Car Wash fundraiser.   

Thank you to everyone who helped out with donated items, baking/preserves, setting up, cleaning up, and to those 
parents, staff, students & committee members that helped out on the day (and in the lead-up to the event), it was very 
much appreciated.  

We are still collating the funds and will let you know in due course what was raised towards the Multi-Sport surface  
project at school. 

Thank you to St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish, St Francis Xavier Catholic School, Maunu Primary School & Hora Hora 
Primary School for running adverts in their newsletters, and loaning us tables.  We also had some very generous  
sponsors we would like to acknowledge, that provided goods and vouchers, so many thanks to:  New World             
Supermarket Onerahi, Tui Crescent Foodmarket, Fosters Four Square, Ngunguru Medical Centre and The 
Boatshed.  Please support these businesses if you have the opportunity.  

PTFA Committee 

REMINDER : YEAR 11 DANCE PRESENTATION NIGHT 

Tuesday 15 October, 2019 - College Hall  
Starts at 6:30pm (students to be here by 6:00pm) 



SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 3, Week 10 

FINAL WEEKLY BASKETBALL RESULTS 

Collegiate Senior Boys played Kamo and placed 9
th
 in the 

competition. 

Collegiate Junior Boys played Ruawai and placed 7
th
 in 

their grade. 

James Anderson, the Junior Team Coach will continue 
training his team for a while longer this year. 

Thank you very much to the parents who supported the 
junior team – Dhol Dela Cruz and Carlo Martin. 

And thank you once again to Mr Andrew Golightly for his 
continued support of the senior team over the past few 
years. 

*** Could ALL players please ensure the Basketball     
uniform you were issued with is now returned to Mrs 
Yorke (washed and in a bag with your name attached). 

ONERAHI CRICKET CLUB 

Onerahi Cricket Club are looking for Juniors.   

Teams are available for girls and boys of all ages and skill 
level, and practices are at Kensington Park. 

Registration Day is Sunday 29
th

 September, from 
3.00pm - 6.00pm, at the Indoor Centre at Cobham Oval.  
There is a free sausage sizzle and drinks for the kids. 

Contact the Junior Co-ordinator, Sam Walker, on 022 315 
8055, or message us through our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/OCCCplayers/ 

PLAYER OF THE DAY & FAIR PLAY AWARD - LUCKY 
DRAW WINNERS 

There were nominations made throughout our various 
winter sports season and the following students’ names 
were drawn: 

Player of the Day winner – Keira Bates 

Fair play winner – Kate Howell 

These students will have their prize presented at          
assembly, or they can collect from Mrs Yorke  

YEAR 7 & 8 ATHLETICS DAY - 23 October 

This event is compulsory for all intermediate students, 
and is run with the help of the Year 11 PE class for NCEA 
credits.  Families are welcome to attend and support! 

After this event we select the best 2-3 students for each 
track and field event, and compare with our zone schools 
(Huanui and Tikipunga).  From the overall best             
performances we choose the athletes to represent our 
“Zone” at the WPSSA Athletics Championships on 27  
November, at Trigg Stadium. 

We will advise who our selected athletes are and ask for 
assistance with managing and transporting the team, 
closer to the date. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

All events noted as TBC will only be entered with          

sufficient student interest and parent/caregiver help. 

Year 7 & 8 Events:  

 Wed 23 Oct Athletics Day (p/p 25 Oct) Pompallier 

 Wed 20 Nov Beach Volleyball (Mixed) TBC 

 Wed 27 Nov WPSSA Athletics Champs Kensington 

Secondary Events:  

 Wed 16 Oct Netball Prize Giving  College Hall  

 Fri 18 Oct Volunteers morning tea TBC TBC 

 Thu 24 Oct ASB Sports Awards GE Stadium 

 Thu 31 Oct Special Olympics Athletics TBC 

 Tue 12 Nov JSS Boys Cricket TBC 

 Thu 14 Nov Renegade Hockey Tnmt TBC 

 Tue 19 Nov Beach Volleyball (Y 9-10 Mixed) TBC 

 

 

 

 

Chantelle Yorke 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 

chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz 
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AIMS GAMES 

Sunday 8
th

 to Friday 13
th

 September, 2019 
 

Our students had a wonderful time at the AIMS Games, which is held in Tauranga each year.  This year, over 11,500 
athletes participated in their various sports - another record high!  Individual participant results were as follows:   

Gymnastics:  Ashlee Thoresen - Trampoline 11
th
 overall, Double mini trampoline 10

th
. 

 Charlotte Butler - Artistic gymnastics 45
th
, Tumbling 19

th
. 

 Hayley Schutte - Double mini trampoline 6
th
, Trampoline 8

th
, Artistic gymnastics 28

th
, Tumbling 9

th
. 

 Lucas Seakins - competed in the mens flyers division and scored 27.3/30.  He was 4
th
 in floor, and 

 he placed 12
th
 overall. 

 Monica Davidson - Rhythmic 12
th
 overall, Ball 8

th
, Artistic gymnastics 32

nd
, Vault 10

th
, Trampoline 

 24
th
, Tumbling 27

th
.  

Multisport:  Alex Kite placed 11
th
 overall, out of 61 competitors.  He also got the second fastest time in the     

  kayak section of the race. 

Swimming: Ethan Gavin placed 27
th
 in 100m Butterfly and 38

th
 in 50m Butterfly.  He did a personal best of 

 1.27:16 in the 100m Fly - making a significant improvement of 2.56 off his time (almost 3 seconds). 

Thank you to the parents who took their children to Tauranga to compete in their individual sports above.  Without your 
support and encouragement they would not have been able to experience this top sporting event. 

Futsal Boys Team: 

This is the first year we have sent a Futsal team, so we were excited for the team to experience what AIMS is all about.  
The team consisted of: Daniel Coates, William Gross, Riley Linford, Mathias Marie, Finn Olsen, Samuel Simeti, Jack 
Stratton, Matthew Sullivan and Luke Webber.   

Results were as follows: 

Monday vs Belmont Normal Middle School lost 1 - 5 

Tuesday vs St Heliers School lost 0 - 4 

Wednesday vs John Paul College draw 2 - 2 

Thursday vs Maraetai Beach School lost 2 - 3 

Friday vs Paparoa College won 5 - 4 

The final result for the team was 41
st
 place out of 46 teams.  Well done team - we look forward to next year! 

A big thank you to the team management/organisers – Valerie Marie, Shane Stratton and John Coates.  Also to     
Christian Reynolds for coaching the boys and travelling away for the week. 

We would also like to acknowledge our generous sponsors - ADC who sponsored hoodies for the team, and Shane 
Stratton Surveying who provided sports bags for each player. 
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AIMS GAMES contd... 

Hockey 6-aside team: 

The team had some very hard games and great results over the week.  The team consisted of: Kate Buchanan, Quinn 
Davis, Macey Going, Anabella Hugo, Daniel Jones, Jessica Meyer, Sascha Peck, Jack Perris, Renee Powell and Harry 
Trubshaw. 

Results were as follows: 

Monday vs Albany Junior High won 3 - 0 

 vs Kio Kio School won 4 - 0 

Tuesday vs Wainui School won 3 - 1 (Team came 1
st
 in their pool play games) 

 vs Pio Pio School lost  3 - 6 

Wednesday vs TKKM o Whakarewa lost 1 - 5 

Thursday vs Cambridge Middle School lost 1 - 5 

Friday vs Howick Intermediate lost 2 - 4 

The final result for the team was 16
th

 place out of 56 teams.  An awesome achievement! 

Congratulations to Daniel Jones, who was named MVP of the tournament at our school assembly this week. 

We would like to say a BIG thank you to Mark Meyer who once again did a fantastic job of coaching the team.  His  
enthusiasm and encouragement of the team was outstanding.  His team talks always fired the players up to want to do 
better, and they gave it their all over the week - as Mark says, that is all you can ask for.   

To our parent helper, Cristina da Silva, who was an awesome help with making sure the players were well fed, in bed 
on time, keeping their rooms tidy, and being resident Dr keeping their bugs at bay; and Mr Stanton for driving us 
around (sometimes the long way!), doing our shopping & shouting encouragement on the side-lines - thank you both so 
much for your help with everything.  And our lovely parents who managed to come down and support the team during 
the week, it was great to have you cheering on the side-lines! 

Thank you to Oxford Sports Trust for their funding grant towards the accommodation costs, this was a big help for our 
families! 

Lastly, we would also like to thank Farmlands for their sponsorship of drink bottles, beanies and sports bags for our 
team, and The Palms Lifestyle Village for allowing us to have a fundraising dinner at the Village - your support is    
greatly appreciated.  We have included a note below from The Palms weekly newsletter, about the dinner.  

We are looking forward to next year!     
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

PARENT TRUSTEE BY-ELECTION 
2019 

Nominations are invited for the election of one     
parent representative to the Board of Trustees of 
Pompallier Catholic College. 

A nomination form and a notice calling for          
nominations will be posted to all eligible voters.  You 
can nominate another person to stand as a         
candidate, or you can nominate yourself.  Both parts 
of the form must be signed. 

Additional nomination forms can be obtained from 
the school office. 

Nominations close at noon on Friday 18 October  
2019 and may be accompanied by a signed        
candidate statement and photograph. 

The voting roll is open for inspection at the school 
and can be viewed during normal school hours. 

There will also be a list of candidates’ names, as 
they come to hand, for inspection at the school. 

Voting closes at noon on Friday 1 November 2019. 

Signed 

Jane Woolston, Returning Officer 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES         
ELECTION 

Student Election Results, 2019 

The results of our recent election for the Student         
Representative on our Board of Trustees was posted at 
school recently. 

We are pleased to announce Trinity Alp was duly elected. 

COLLEGE ACCOUNTS 

As we are at the end of Term 3, we would like 
to remind families that your school account 

must be paid by 5 December.  Many thanks to those 
families who have already paid their account in full, or 
have a regular payment in place.   

If you are experiencing any difficulties in making        
payment, please contact Jane Woolston in our office, so 
that options can be discussed in confidence.  Thank you.  

HOMESTAY FAMILIES NEEDED 

We are hosting a group of students from Acosta Kaisei 
Junior High School in Japan, from Saturday 23

rd
         

November to Friday 6
th

 December. 

The students are 14 to 15 years old and would prefer to 
be placed in a home with children.  Ideally you would live 
close to school as well. 

Families are paid $250.00 per week to host a student 
(they are here for 13 nights).  If you can help, or know 
someone who can, please contact Julia as soon as    
possible: 

Julia Lecky 

 438 3950 ext 219  
or:  julia.lecky@pompallier.school.nz 

HEALTH   
CORNER 

 

Healthy Habits …   Stress Less ... 

A psychologist walked around a room while teaching 
stress management.  With a smile on her face, she     
inquired: "How heavy is this glass of water?"  People 
looked puzzled.  She said, "The absolute weight doesn't 
matter.  It depends on how long I hold it.  If I hold it for a 
minute, it's not a problem.  If I hold it for an hour, I'll have 
an ache in my arm.  If I hold it for a day, my arm will feel 
numb and paralyzed.  In each case, the weight of the 
glass doesn't change, but the longer I hold it, the heavier 
it becomes."  She continued, "The stresses and worries 
in life are like that glass of water.  Think about them for a 
while and nothing happens.  Think about them a bit    
longer and they begin to hurt.  And if you think about 
them all day long, you will feel paralyzed – incapable of 
doing anything." 

Do you have a strategy for putting your stresses down?  
A CEO developed a strategy to keep himself in a space 
of peace and joy.  At the close of each work day, he 
would take his to-do list to the door of his office, slowly 
crumple it and drop it into the waste basket, saying “Dear 
Lord.  I have done my best today.  Please look after my 
business and employees throughout the night.”  He’d 
trust and let go. 

In class, sometimes we take just 5 minutes to have a 
break and meditate.  Focusing on a prayer word 
(Maranatha) we sit in stillness and silence.  Here we clear 
our mind of the myriad of thoughts.  Here we may hear 
God speaking to us, helping us make sense of our world, 
giving us direction, reassuring us of his love.  Have you 
got a strategy?  Holidays are a great time.  Reflect, relax, 
find joy. 

Johanna Luiten-Parker, TIC HEALTH 

LEAVERS’ MASS 

Tuesday 29 October, 1.00pm 

Our whole school will be attending this Mass, held each 
year at St Francis Xavier Catholic Church. 

Students will be transported to the Church by bus,      
departing from the College at 12:30pm.  Mass begins at 
1:15pm - parents and visitors to be seated by 1:00pm 
please. 

Changes to the bus timetables for the day will be 
emailed to families closer to the date. 

mailto:julia.lecky@pompallier.school.nz
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